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Join the fun! There are many ways to participate:  
  
Be a Table Captain . Bring 8-10 friends together to decorate a table and raise F-U-N while

 raising funds for Girls Place. Your table can compete for prizes including Best Table.
 Secret to Success: extra points are assigned for tables that use items from the Girls 
 Place Wish List! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sponsor the event. Your company can reach 300+ movers and shakers and ladies about 

town in Gainesville, while underwriting Hats, Hearts, and Handbags. Tables for sponsors 
to share their information with attendees are available, but space is limited!  
 

Challenge your friends to contribute to your $ugar Mama goal.  Each year, the individ-
ual who raises the most for Girls Place is awarded the $ugar Mama award. Invite your 
friends, neighbors, and colleagues to support Girls Place and help you make an even 
bigger impact on girls in Gainesville.  
 

Provide an item for the silent auction or ask the c ompanies you do business with to 
contribute.  
 

Volunteer for the planning committee! Help organize the event and gain a behind-the-
scenes look at how one of Gainesville’s most popular events comes together. Volunteers 
are needed to spread the word, secure sponsorships, man (or wo-man!) the registration 
table and much more.  
 

Buy a ticket to the event and have all of the fun w ithout the fuss. Wear your favorite hat 
and bring your favorite handbag and enjoy the fun! Space is limited, so secure your seat 
early! 

�



 

As a Table Captain, you support Girls Place by bringing your best friends together for an 
afternoon of fun and creativity. Bring your favorite hat and decorate your table to compete 
for awards such as best hat, best table, or the most coveted award: $ugar Mama! 

 

It is your job to put the FUN in fundraiser!  
 

 The cost of a table is $600 for a table of 8 or $750 for a table of 10. The balance for 
your table is due no later than February 3, 2012.  Secure your table for 2012 at 
2011 prices by paying for your table in full by Dec ember 31, 2011! Early bird 
prices are $500 for a table of 8 and $600 for a table of 10.  Early bird deadline has 
been extended! Receive 2011 prices until January 20 , 2012!  

 

 Invite your friends, family and associates to wear a special hat and/or costume and 
join you for the event! You can invite them as your guests and encourage them to 
make additional gifts to Girls Place, or share the cost of the table with them. 
(Remember, this is a fundraiser - we’ve got more ideas on that to follow). 

 

 Express your creativity and decorate your table to your heart’s desire. You can also 
bring a simple centerpiece and invite your guests to wear whatever.  Or, keep it really 
simple and pay the committee to provide a centerpiece for you. Just show up the day 
of and enjoy the show!  

 

By February 3, 2012 you’ll need to:  
 

 Have your picture taken (if you don’t already have a favorite or have never been a 
Table Captain before) for publicity as a benefactor of this event. You must provide a 
500x700 pixel photograph.  

 

 Offer your Words of Wisdom (25 words or less) for today’s young girls, as they      
become our women leaders of tomorrow.  

 

 Provide us with your guests’ names, addresses, and whether or not they need    
vegetarian meals.  

 

Reserve your table and provide all information by F ebruary 3, 2012.  Late submissions 

Be a Table Captain!  
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 You may bring chargers, vases, votives or other contained candles, centerpieces or     
additional table linens.  

 

 Candles must be in enclosed glass, no open flames, glitter, or confetti. 

 

 Refer to the Girls Place Wish List when choosing your theme. Extra points are given   
for tables that have items from the wish list for Girls Place.  

 

 The hotel will provide white linens, china, silverware & glassware.  We ask that          
decorations NOT include these basic items due to possible breakage and hotel policy. 

 

 Electrical outlets are in high demand and are limited. Reserve your table soon to            
ensure you’ll have power!  

 

 ADA access is available. Please alert Girls Place staff as soon as you can for              
accommodations.  

 

 Please, no political themes or commercial advertising for tables. Girls as young as 5 will 
be in attendance. Kindly exercise discretion when choosing your theme.  

 

�

Dimensions and Measurements:       

Each table is 66” wide and 30” tall (from floor to top of the table).  All tables are round. The table 
is the same size whether you have 8 guests or 10.  The chairs are 34”talll. Floor to seat is 18”. 
Width of seat cushion is 17”. Length of the seat cushion is 24”.  Seat back is 15” wide and 16” 
tall.  The approximate center space for any centerpieces is 15”.    

 

The ballroom opens at 7 a.m. for decoration. All tables must be completed by 10:00 a.m. when 
the ballroom doors close for judging and table setting. Each table may have one representative 
present during judging, but all other participants must leave the ballroom by 10:15 a.m. 

�

Table Decoration Guidelines 



A panel of judges will select award winners based on the following criteria: 

 Best Hat:  

Show your creativity and wear your most magnificent millinery.  
     

Table Awards:  

Table awards will be given to the six most creative tables.  
The awards will be: Top Hat, Pill Box, Fedora, Cloche, Tiara, and Halo. 

 

And the Most Coveted…. 

$ugar Mama 
The table captain and table who raise the most money for Girls Place.   

Funds counted towards this award include: personal gifts, table contributions beyond the 
cost of the table, corporate sponsorships of the table (not the event), and funds raised at the 
event.  

 

Table Themes:   

Let your imagination run wild and pick a theme for your table. We’ve listed a few ideas for 
you, but feel free to develop your own.  

 

 

 Simply Elegant    Going Fishing 

 Blue Hawaii     Roman Holiday 

 Spring is in the Air    Winter Wonderland 

 Girls Just Want to Have Fun  Italian Countryside 

 Over the Top!     Fiesta 

 Pirates      Geek Chic 

 Under the Sea     High Tea 

 Vive la France!     Renaissance Revival 

 Cowgirl Chic     Arabian Nights 

 Butterflies      Nautical Splendor 

 Mad Hatter     Sports Fanatic 

Awards & Table Themes 



Enlist the assistance of your guests by encouraging them to go beyond the minimum 
seat cost.  

  

Sell your table decorations, hats, and handbags if you would like.  

 

Invite your friends who can't attend to contribute to your table. You can send an 
email, write a letter, or go right out and ask your friends to support Girls Place. 
Pledge forms and talking points are enclosed.  You can even direct your friends to 
our online giving page (www.girlsplace.net/give). Just be sure they indicate that 
their gift is to be credited to you!  

 

Have a bake sale. Nobody can resist homemade treats. Entice even the biggest 
Scrooge with the smell of brownies, cookies or other baked goods! Or, go healthy 
and sell apples at your desk! 

 

Encourage your friends to make gifts to Girls Place in lieu of birthday or holiday       
presents.  

 

Take up a collection at your holiday party or event. Pledge cards are available at Girls 
Place.  

 

Hold a Jeans Day at your place of business. Charge your colleagues a few dollars to 
wear jeans on a Friday. You can even encourage everyone to wear Pink for Girls 
that day!  

 

Set a goal and encourage your friends and colleagues to challenge you to do some-
thing silly like wear your pjs to work or kiss a pig! Make it a high goal—you don’t 
want to kiss a pig for nothing!  

 

Collaborate on other fundraising ideas with your guests and friends. Let Girls Place 
know what you are planning so it can be announced to the public. You’ll raise 
more $$ and make a statement about how much helping girls means to you.  

�

How Can I Raise Money for Girls Place and WIN $ugar  Mama?  



�

October 6, 2011  

 

Table Captains Reception 5:30-7:30. Bring your friends to learn about how to become    
involved as a table captain. Reception will be held at the home of Dee Jay Hellrung, 
please contact Girls Place for directions.  
 
December 31, 2012  

 

Deadline for early bird table reservations. $500/8 seats, $600 for 10 seats.  
 
January 10-13, 2012  

 

Susan Powers of Powers Photography will be available to photograph headshots for         
Table Captains at a special rate. Call her at 352-372-9930 to schedule an appointment.  
 
January 20, 2012  

 

Luncheon for confirmed Table Captains at Mark’s Steakhouse. Make final preparations for 
a fantastic event over a delicious lunch generously provided by Mark’s Steakhouse. 
 
February 3, 2012  

 

Deadline for final table reservation payments, words of wisdom, photos, table guests and 
their vegetarian meal needs. Each guest will be mailed a ticket, so please remember    
everyone’s addresses! Information received after this date may not be inc luded in the 
event program or advertisements.  
 
February 3, 2012  

 

Sponsorship Deadline. Sponsors committed and paid after this date may not be included 
in event publications. All graphics, logos, and ads must be received by this date to ensure 
placement on event publications.   
 
March 9, 2012  

 

Hats, Hearts and Handbags!  
Arrive as early as 7 a.m. to set up your table.  
Judging & Mimosa Service begins at 10 a.m.  
Program begins at 11:30.  

Important Dates 



Event Co-Chairs: 
Sheila Crapo 
C: (352) 284-6596 O: (352) 338-3274 H: (352) 466-0502 
SCrapo@acpafl.org 
 
Carmen Braun    Devon Chestnut  
C: (352) 337-2055    O: (352) 337-2158 
Carmen.Braun@cox.com        Devon.Chestnut@cox.com 
 
Sponsors 
Lori A. Hiebert      
O: (352) 337-6278     
lsh@alachuacounty.us 
 
Table Captains 
DeeJay Hellrung                                           
 C: (352) 514-3076  H: (352) 372-0493                                                                   
djhellrung@hotmail.com 
 
Awards 
Beth Mills 
H: (352) 378-4154 
b2mills@aol.com 
 
Headshots/Photos  
Susan Powers 
C: (352) 246-8685   O: (352) 372-9930    H: (352) 376-3842 
Susan@PowersPhotography.com 
 
Girls Place, Inc. 
Renae Clements     Melissa Tyrone 
O: (352) 373-4475 C: (352) 262-3342     O: (352) 373-4475  C: (321) 689-4903 
Renae@GirlsPlace.net   melissa@GirlsPlace.net 
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Contacts & Helpful Numbers 


