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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 19th annual Hats, Hearts & Handbags benefiting Girls Place Inc. For
40 years, Girls Place Inc has been a home away from home for the young girls of our
community. As our girls have grown, so has Girls Place. What started as a club for after
school and summer camp has now blossomed into a safe place where the girls learn life
long lessons such as academics and sports as well as social and emotional learning.

We hope you enjoy Hats, Hearts & Handbags. It’s always amazing to see the creativity
of our guests. We also hope that you will come visit Girls Place and see where the

funds raised from the event are put to good use.

Michelle Florence, Co-Chair

Hello everyone!

I expect that everyone will have a great time here!
I would like you to know that everyone is welcome
and we have a lot of fun planned for you.

Kynadi Dennis, Co-Chair

Thank you to our past event chairs and keynote speakers.

April 23, 2004 — DeeDee Smith, Chair; Speaker: Dr. Donna Shalala,
President, University of Miami (President Clinton’s U.S. Secretary of
Health & Human Services)

April 22, 2005 — Sally Lawrence, Chair; Speaker: Martha W. Bennett,
Partner, Law firm of Holland & Knight (1st Woman President of American
Bar Association)

March 17, 2006 — Dana Nemenyi, Chair; Speaker: Andrea Billups,
People magazine reporter (former reporter for The Gainesville Sun)

April 13, 2007 — Grace Lambert, Chair; Speaker: Sadie Darnell, Alachua
County Sheriff

April 25, 2008 — Gail Gruver, Chair; Speaker: Mary Wise, UF Women'’s
Volleyball Coach

May 1, 2009 — Deeday Hellrung, Chair; Speaker: Shelly Frazier Mickell,
Local Author

April 23, 2010 — Leslie Florence, Chair; Speaker: Ana M. Viamonte Ros,
M.D., Florida State Surgeon General of the Florida Department of Health

April 8, 2011 — Kay Ayers, Chair; Speaker: Paige Beck, Co-Anchor of
WCJB TV 20

March 9, 2012 — Sheila Crapo, Chair; Speaker: Katye Kalivoda, Owner
of Casting Company in Boston (former Girls Place member)

April 12, 2013 — Carmen Braun, Chair; Speaker: Kia Painter, vice president
of Human Resources for Cox Communications Southeast Region

April 11, 2014 - Michele duBois, Chair; Speaker: Dr. Naima Brown,
interim vice president of student affairs at Santa Fe College

May 8, 2015 - Kristen Farrell, Chair; Speaker: Autumn Doughton, local
author of young adult and new adult fiction

May 6, 2016 - Sheila Crapo, Chair; Speaker: Becky Burleigh, UF
Women'’s Soccer Coach

May 5, 2017 - Sheila Jones, Chair; Speaker: Kim Barton, Alachua
County Supervisor of Elections

May 11, 2018 - Tara Counts, Chair; Speaker: Pam Soltis, Florida
Museum of Natural History Distinguished Professor and Curator

May 10, 2019 - Sheila Crapo and Sheila Jones, Co-Chairs; Speaker:
Brittany Lee, VP and Farm Manager of Florida Blue Farms, Inc.

May 19, 2022 - Leslie Florence and Carol Platt, Co-Chairs; Speaker:
Jenny Rowland, UF Gymnastics Head Coach

May 4, 2023 - Michelle Florence and Tiffany Hester, Co-Chairs; Speaker:
Linda McGurn, Attorney, Developer, Business Leader, and Philanthropist

#GirlsPlace #GP1P @girlsplaceinc n @
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Who We Are

Celebrating nearly 40 years of serving girls in Alachua County, Girls Place
has evolved into a passageway from childhood to womanhood for many girls
in the Gainesville community. The young women of today are learning to
become tomorrow’s future at Girls Place.

Our Values: At Girls Place, we believe that all girls should be inspired,
challenged and nurtured to become their very best.

Our Vision: Girls Place girls become independent women who embrace
diversity, express their ideas, rise above obstacles, enhance their communities,

and lead those around them.

Our Mission: At Girls Place, we empower girls to grow courageous,

strong and self sufficient. We inspire our girls to celebrate themselves— Glrls place Inc

their minds, their hearts, and their physical well being. A Place to Go...
A Place to GI'OW 501(c)(3)

A g en d a #00opm. Social Hour - Mingling, Beverages, Pandora’s Box, Table Judging
5:00 p.m.  View Table Decorations
5:15 p.m. Buffet Opens
5:30 p.m.  Program Begins
6:45 p.m. Closing Remarks

Keynote Speaker - Tori Penso

LinTori Penso led her team to officiate the 2023 Women’s World Cup Final in
Australia and New Zealand; the first from the U.S. to referee a FIFA World Cup final
and the first Women’s World Cup final referee from the Americas, man or woman.
She has served US Soccer as a Referee for 23 years, starting at the young age of 14
years old. She currently serves on the FIFA Panel and has since 2021. In this role,
Tori is a trailblazer for women officials, in the US, Concacaf and globally. As the first
female referee to officiate an MLS match in two decades following legends like Kari
Seitz, Sandy Hunt and Nancy Lay to becoming the first woman to referee a Men’s
World Cup Qualifier in Concacaf, she continues to set a new standard for officials
within our region and globally. Tori has worked her way through the professional
ranks in the US, having been selected to join PRO2, serving in the NPSL, USL, NWSL,
and MLS leagues. She is currently the only female full-time Professional Referee with
PRO (Professional Referee Organization) and you can catch her on the pitch working MLS matches regularly. Most recently,
Tori has returned home from Saudi Arabia as the first female to work a professional match when she was selected for the
Opening Match of the 2023 Men’s FIFA Club World Cup this past December. Tori Penso is excited about the opportunities
ahead as the game continues to demand more officials at all levels of the game - there is so much opportunity in officiating!

#GirlsPlace #GP1P @girlsplaceinc n r@j
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Thank You to Our Sponsors!
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Table Captains’ Words of Wisdom

Beverly Arrington Gia Arvin Misty Barnett Dante Buckley

“The best and most beautiful thingsinthe  Never settle! Push for your goals &  You control your mindand  You make the call... to live a
world cannot be seen or even touched; never let someone say you can't. thoughts! life worth sharing! Legacy is
they must be felt with the heart” Can't doesn’t mean you can't, it planting seeds in a garden

’ !
~ Helen Keller means you haven't yet! you may never see.

Nikki Cochran Sheila Crapo Kynadi Dennis Michele duBois
“People grow through experience if they “What you do makes a difference, “When they go low, “Make sure you're very courageous:
meet life honestly and courageously.  and you have to decide what kind we go high” be strong, be extremely kind, and
This is how character is built” of difference you want to make”’ ~ Michelle Obama above all be humble”
~ Eleanor Roosevelt ~ Jane Goodall ~ Serena Williams

Leslie Florence and Carol Platt Michelle Florence Debbie Frening Regan Garner
“A friend is one of the best things you can “Try to be a rainbow in Dream Big! Be humble Be who you are, not what
be and the greatest things you can have” someone else’s cloud” and kind. everyone else wants you to be.

~ Sarah Valdez ~ Maya Angelou Express yourself!



Table Captains’ Words of Wisdom
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Amy Howard Sheila Jones
Don't set yourself on fire to What comes easy won't last
Sissy Hart DeelJay Hellrung keep someone else warm. long and what lasts long won't
Life is like running. Don't worry Bug Bunny once said, “l don't ask come €asy.
about what the others are doing. questions, | just have fun!”

Run at your own pace. Be YOU!

Chrissy Severance
Leslie Ladendorf and Brittany Snipes Kylie Maris Nicole Rappaport )5 vy e s G
“Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.” “Don't get so busy making  She said she could, so she did.We  has implanted a Principle,
~ Margaret Fuller aliving that you forget to  all have a fight song. There is a small which we call Love of
make a life” inner voice that allows us to believe ~ Freedom it is impatient of
we are strong enough to make it Oppression, and pants for

~ Dolly Parton .
through. Find your fight song. Deliverance”

~ Phillis Wheatley

Kerri Stine Jill Tinney and Kerry Ward Lynda Whitaker and Pat Maisenbacher

“A huge part of being a feminist is giving Sometimes the strength within isn’t a big Girls Can Do and Be Anything!
other women the freedom to make choices  flame for all to see. Sometime it's just a tiny
you might not necessarily make yourself! spark that whispers ever so softly, “keep

~ Lena Dunham going, you got this.’



Essay Contest Winners

The annual Essay Contest was sponsored by
Merrill Lynch, Michelle Florence, and Girls
Place Board of Directors and the topic was
chosen by Tori Penso. Girls Place girls were
asked identify short-team and long-term
goals and how will they achieve them.

Congratulations to this year’s winners!

Sponsored by E U bt -
Brooklynne Kenna A’Nyla
MAE.('SFBMIJ:.CI; c@%’w Third Grade Second Grade Fourth Grade
Baker duBois Group
ealth Management Advisors
Girls Place o N
Boand ot Dioeetors Planning Committee
Michelle Florence  Leslie Florence
FEvent Emcee Jillian Ariet DeeJay Hellrung
Christi Arrington Sheila Jones
I Misty Barnett Carol Platt
Natha]] ¥ Sheila Crapo Kerry Ward
. % | Michele duBois Amy Whitaker
VVhltake I, o B Kristen Farrell
Author & Thank You for Hosting
Super Bowl Our Committee Meetings!
Champion DeeJay Hellrung & SouthState Bank

Founding

Director \V

F 4

Renae Clements was
hired as the first
Executive Director

at Girls Place in 1985
and served in that role
until her retirement in
2013. She developed
the organization and

_,_a 22
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Kristin Privett  Paige Beck  Becky Lancer

helped shape the lives M c [0 Grov,
C o el IS TRINCHE e o s e of countless girls in our
Footstone :

community.

Photography



When you'e ready to make a

difference, we're ready to help

We are proud to support Girls Place.

Baker duBois Group

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management

2850 NW 43RD STREET
Ste 350
GAINESVILLE, FL 32606

352.374.1041
fa.ml.com/bakerdubois

MERRILL ﬁg

A BANK OF AMERICA COMPANY

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided
by companies that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, Member SIPC and a wholly owned

subsidiary of BofA Corp.
Investment products: | Are Not FDIC Insured | Are Not Bank Guaranteed | May Lose Value |

© 2024 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. MAP6400902 | MLWM-243-AD | 470945PM-0323 | 02/2024
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Michelle Florence
Broker Associate = Rea|’ry

Today is a great example of a phrase I use often when coaching or advising: If you don’t ask then the
answer is always ‘no.’

I am one of the first US Youth Soccer kids and have played recreationally ever since. My husband is also an
avid lover of the sport. When we’re not working Real Estate, you will likely find us cheering on our favorite
soccer teams just as loud as if we were cheering on our favorite Gator athletes.

When it came time to choose a Keynote Speaker for this years’ Hats, Hearts, and Handbags event one name
kept hopping around in my head. Tori Penso. She sets the flow of each match she refs with such ease and
efficiency. She leads the game and keeps it from chaos. Tori would also be a great example to the girls in
regards to setting goals and following through based on her accomplishments.

It would be a long shot of an ask. I had one recent connection that I thought may be able to help with that
ask, but I wasn’t confident that I could. With the encouragement of two awesome Girls Place Inc. women,
Christi Arrington and Jillian Ariet, I did it. A few weeks later, we got confirmation she agreed to be the
Keynote so long as her schedule permitted. To say I was ecstatic would be an understatement!

Thank you to Joe Hancock at Moxie Media for making that connection. Thank you to our 19th Annual
HHH committee for everything you do to support this event and Girls Place Inc. and supporting me as
Chair. Thank you all for not letting me settle for ‘no.’




Supporting Girls Place
Since 2004

STEAKHOUSE & SEAFOOD

Gainesville Ocala
352.336.0077 | 201 SE 2nd Ave 352.402.0097 | 30 S Magnolia Ave

MarksPrimeSteakhouse.com

Florida
Blue

Proud to help the
Girls Place girls GROW.




Proud to Support the Mission of Girls Place &
the 19th Annual Hats, Hearts, & Handbags

QO0000 YOUR LOCAL STATION ©OOO00

Proud Supporter
of Girls Place

904 N. Main Street
352-379-4600

facebook.com/totalhomefla

DARR > SCHACKOW
DSI INSURANCE

HOME - AUTO - COMMERCIA

Serving Florida and beyond
with integrity since 1992.

We are proud to
support Girls Place and
value Kerry Ward’s
commitment to HHH
and this community.

5200-B W Newberry Road
Gainesville, FL 32607




You get our
best every day.

RANKED AMONG THE NATION’'S BEST
HOSPITALS IN 9 SPECIALTIES.
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Girls Place

UF Health Shands Children’s Hospital
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UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA HEALTH

IO FIBER SportClips
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A Smarter Internet Choice

Proud Supporter
of Girls Place and Hats,
P rmfd Supporter Hearts and Handbags
of Girls Place and
Hats, Hearts and 2803 SW 42 Street
Hand bag S Gainesuville, FL 32608

(352) 792-6390
Open 7 days a week




Gainesville City Lifestyle is your monthly print
and digital destination for local happenings
and events, business monthly announcements,
people profiles, food & drink, home style, and

so much more!

Rynni Henderson
Publisher/Owner
(352) 554-3555

www.citylifestyle.com/gainesvillefl

Proud Supporter

of Girls Place and

Hats, Hearts and
Handbags

Dlucbudder

BREWIN{C COMPANY

Gainesville

Focused on Growing
Your Financial Future

FIRST FEDERAL BANK
ffof.com | 386-362-3433

Member

FDIC




campuscu.com

CAMPUS
G USA

AUTO LOANS &K HOME LOANS
CHECKING ACCOUNTS
CREDIT CARDS & AND MORE!

A Open an account today at campuscu.com
Call 352-335-9090 and press 5
A Visit any CAMPUS Service Center

Visit campuscu.com for a complete list of our convenient locations!

Allstate.

HUGH CAIN

Proud Supporter

of Girls Place and

Hats, Hearts and
Handbags

16181 NW US Hwy 441, Unit
180 Alachua, FL 32615

Jim and Marilyn
Islam

Proud Supporters
of Girls Place
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Thank You to Our Pandora’s Box Donors!

Amy Howard | Amy Whitaker | Ballyhoo Grill | Barwick Hair and More | BJ’s Restaurant
& Brewhouse | Blackadder Brewing Company | Blue Highway a Pizzeria | Boca Fiesta

| Boggy Creek Airboat Adventures | Brittany’s Fine Jewelry | Carrabba’s Italian Grill |
Chopstix Cafe | Clearwater Marine Aquarium | Conestogas Restaurant | Cooper’s Hawk
Winery & Restaurant | Darwin Chiropractic Center | DeeJay Hellrung | Deming’s Just a
Hobby Woodworks | Dorn’s Liquors & Wine Warehouse | Earthwise Pet Nutrition Center
& Wellness Spa | Escapology Gainesville | Escapology Jacksonville | Florida Museum

of Natural History | Gainesville Opticians | Gators Dockside | Golden Glow Spray Tans

| Hand & Stone Massage and Facial Spa | Holbrook Travel | Hyatt Place Gainesville |
Ilene’s Gator Store | International Diamond Center | Intuition Ale Works | IQ Nail World
| Jacksonville Zoo | Jeanne Brasington | Jim Brandenburg | John Tyrone MD | Julie
Ariet | Kanapaha Botanical Gardens | Kara Winslow Makeup Artist | Katherine Osman |
Kelsey Breton Photography | Kerry Ward | Kimberly Smith | Knots Climbing Gym | Laura
Standridge | Lena Cristine Photography | Leslie Florence | Lynn Little | Malgorzatas |
Mary Kay Carodine | Mary Kaye Ellis | McAlisters Deli | Michele duBois | Moe LaTour |
Myra Morgan | Nature’s Pet Day Spa | Nirvana Day Spa | North Florida Plastic Surgery
Center | Northwest Grille | Northwest Seafood | Norwex | One Source Accounting, LLC |
Peppers | PizzaAlley’s | Prange’s Florist | Pretty Nails and Spa | Relish | Roxie Mashburn
| Ruby Beach Brewing Company | Satchel’s Pizza | Sarah Barrett | Seafood Dock | Sheila
Crapo | Sheila Jones | Sherwin Williams | Skin Solutions Spa | Spa Royale | Sports Clips

| Stonewood Grill & Tavern | Stretch Zone | Superette | Sweetwater Branch Inn | TGI
Fridays - Gainesville | The Buckle “Misty Boyd” | The Flower Shop | The Nail Spa | The
Top | Tidewater Tours | 83 West | Steamers | Tori Penso | Total Wine | Trek | UF Athletic
Association | Universal Studios | Valentino Nail Bar | Yoga Pod Family

Thank You to Our Vendors!

VaLLeyView ¢o9edBaker




